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LIQUOR LICENSING AMENDMENT BILL 2001 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [1.17 pm]:  I support this legislation.  However, as one of my 
colleagues said, we are tinkering at the edges of this legislation and it is probably time for a major review of the 
liquor licensing laws in Western Australia.  If I could go back to starting off Australia again I would probably 
have very few regulations, because once regulations and licensing requirements are put in place, things start to 
change for people in hotels, taverns and so on.  Our society and our way of life are changing.  People pay huge 
amounts for their licences, whether a bottle shop licence, a tavern licence, a hotel licence or even a restaurant 
licence, and lobby groups put a lot of pressure on government to change things. 

The other day, one of my colleagues in the party room said that the pressure that was brought to bear on 
members by lobby groups when debate occurred on changes to the liquor licensing laws was unbelievable.  
Liquor licensing laws and even trading hours are evolving.  If regulations were not in place, the need for 
businesses to open and also their trading hours would not be distorted, they would evolve out of necessity.  It is 
time that liquor licensing laws in Western Australia underwent a major review by, for example, a select 
committee.  People in Europe are not tied by regulations to drink only at a hotel or tavern.  They can sit and 
drink at a local cafe or restaurant in amenable surroundings.   

Over the past few years, hotels have started to change their ways out of necessity.  The hotels that are trying to 
survive cater more for meals and coffee.  If they do not evolve and change their ways, many more hotels will go 
out of business.  It is important that this legislation deal with that issue.  The legislation makes only a token 
effort to deal with what could or should be done to review the liquor licensing laws of Western Australia.  The 
issue of a review of the liquor licensing laws has been hamstrung.  Over the years we have licensed organisations 
and when people pay big prices to buy the liquor licenses, they want to protect the value of those licences.   

To a large extent, over the years hotels have not helped themselves.  For almost 30 years, George and Cathy 
Fletcher, two great hoteliers, have run the Harvey Hotel.  They have always run a quality hotel that provides 
quality service.  The meals have always been up to speed and they encourage people to stay at their hotels.  
Although it is a requirement for hotels to provide accommodation, many hoteliers tended to discourage people 
from staying at their premises because they believed it was a nuisance.  Going back 30 or 40 years, hoteliers 
made enough money out of the bar trade to not have to worry about providing accommodation.   

Since 1968, in the whole time that I have lived in Harvey, George and Cathy Fletcher have encouraged people to 
stay at their hotel.  That business has provided them with extra income because people who stay at the hotel go 
to the bar for a meal or a drink.  That business adds to the remuneration and bottom line of the hotel.  However, 
the standards and quality of other hotels in my electorate have fallen because they do not have the same turnover 
that they used to.  George and Cathy have kept up the standards of service, and they have put money back into 
the hotel to ensure that it is bright and cheery.  Over the years, people’s attitudes have changed.  For various 
reasons, not everybody wants to go to a hotel to have a drink.   

It is time that a major review was held into the liquor licensing laws.  The situation that currently exists whereby 
hotels must get special licences to open for extended trading hours is an anomaly.  That problem must be fixed 
so that the director of the liquor licensing board, or whoever gives out the licences, is in a position to allow 
hotels to open later at night in certain circumstances.  Obviously we must restrict hotels in residential areas; 
however, hotels in the central business district area do not have to worry about whether they are open until three 
o’clock or four o’clock in the morning.   

Over the years, people’s lifestyles have changed.  In my teens and early 20s I would go out on a Friday or 
Saturday night until midnight or, occasionally, until one o’clock.  These days, young people tend not to go out 
until 10 o’clock or 11 o’clock at night.  The nightclubs that they go to after the hotels have shut are open until 
five o’clock or six o’clock in the morning.  That is anathema to me, but it is a fact of life to those young people.  
They lead a different lifestyle and have different attitudes towards life, and we must keep up with the times.   

Our current licensing laws do not accommodate the hotel industry for that change in lifestyle.  We must look 
after the hotel industry as well as other organisations.  We also must make sure that if liquor licensing laws are 
changed, the hotel industry is looked after.  Those people that have licenses must be considered in the future.  
Perhaps they can be recompensed for any changes that may take place.  As I said, I support the legislation, but it 
tinkers only at the edges of the liquor licensing industry.  It is about time a major review was undertaken in 
Western Australia to change the direction of the industry.  Perhaps we could inform the industry that the current 
laws would exist for only another five or 10 years but after that time new laws would accommodate the different 
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attitude and lifestyles in the community.  There are ways to overcome the difficulties but it is important to 
consider the big picture.  

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

[Continued on page 2210.] 
 


